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In  Pennsylvania,  what  birds  are  prote 

ALL  wild  birds  are  protected 
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How  are  wild  birds  protected? 


Both  State  and  Federal  laws  provide  penalties  for  anyone  shooting  at ^ 
possessing  or  killing  protected  song  birds.  In  additions  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Law 
provides  penalties  for  anyone  convicted  or  shooting  at  or  killing  game  birds  except 
in  regular  open  seasons  for  hunting.  It  is  also  unlawful  to  possess  or  interfere 
with  the  nest  or  eggs  of  any  game  birds  or  other  protected  bird  at  any  time. 


State  Game  Protectors  throughout  the  Comimonwealth  enforces  these  laws.  They 
are  often  assisted  by  other  law  enforcement  officers  such  as  State  and  local  police 
who  have  equal  powers  to  arrest  and  prosecute  persons  who  violate  the  law. 


There  are  many  refuges  and  bird  sanctuaries  throughout  Pennsylvania  where 
hunting  is  prohibited  and  wild  birds  are  fully  protected.  The  Game  Commission  has  more 
than  60  j 000  acres  in  wildlife  "refuges  on  land  which  it  owns.  Perhaps  the  most  famous 
of  these  refuges  is  the  Pymatuning  Refuge  covering  2.500  acres  of  water  as  part  of  the 
3,670  acres  in  the  entire  area.  Many  species  of  waterfowl  feed,  rest  and  nest  on  their 
flights  north  and  south.  This  refuge  is  located  near  Linesvilie,  Crawford  County. 

Many  sportsmen's  organizations  and  bird  clubs  also  maintain  private  refuges. 

Are  there  any  birds  in  danger  of  extinction  in  Pennsylvania? 

Nol  With  modern  laws  and  protection  given  to  all  wild  birds,  it  is  extremely 
unlikely  that  any  wild  bird  species  found  in  Pennsylvania  will  be  exterminated  in  the 
foreseeable  future.  But  there  are  scm.e  species--the  raven,  for  instance,  which  are 
scarce.  Eyen  the  American  or  Bald  Eagle — our  National  Emblem — is  not  as  plentiful  in 
Pennsylvania  or  the  North  American  continent  as  it  used  to  be.  All  birds  must  have 
certain  natural  conditions — primarily  food  and  shelter — if  they  are  to  survive.  LTien 
man  has  destroyed  these  conditions,  either  accidentally  or  on  purpose,  birds  cannot 
live.  . - 
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